TBI Council Minutes – March 6, 2009
Liberty Inn Hotel – Dupont, WA
	Topic 

	Discussion
	Decision
	Next Steps

	Approve Last Session Meeting Minutes
	Samantha purchased an audio recorder for the meeting. 

	Minutes approved unanimously. 
	Samantha will keep the tapes.

	Legislative Updates
	Mark Stroh spoke on behalf of Maralise who was not able to attend the meeting.

Mark discussed the revenue forecast is going to be worse than originally expected for FY 09. TBI Council executive council will not have a good indication of what the budget will be until the end of March or beginning of April when the Senate and House budget are published. 


	
	

	
	Mark clarified there were five bills that proposed cuts to Governor appointed councils. Three of those bills were dropped. Two bills are still running (SB5994 and SB5995). At this time the TBI council is on the “save” list and does not appear to be at risk for being cut. The TBI budget is unknown until later in March or April.
	
	

	
	Mark provided updates on some other bills that would impact the disabilities community.

HB 1824/SB5763 is the Zack Lystadt bill. This bill includes medical clearance for youth playing sports who have sustained a head injury. The bill also provides education about prevention of head injuries. The bill passed the house and Senate votes and is in rules committee. There is no fiscal note attached to this bill.


	
	

	
	HB 1473/ SB5530 includes the automatic restoration of voting rights for people upon release from prison. Mark clarified currently there is a nine step process to restore voting rights. 

Council members had questions about the number of people the bill impacts. Barb Curtis clarified the bill impacts thousands a year who are released from prison. Barb Curtis also said approximately 60% of prison population has a TBI. However, these are estimates. TBI Council agreed the actual numbers of TBI survivors in prison are probably greater than 60%.

Mark proposed the TBI Council write a letter of support for HB 1473. 

Michelle Bogart suggested that the language of the letter state: ‘letter of support from citizen representatives of the TBI Council” to ensure there is no confusion about board members who are state employees being included in the letter for legislation. Council agreed to this language. 


	Motion made and unanimously passed for TBI Council letter of support for HB 1473.

	Mark will draft a letter of support on behalf of the citizen representatives of the TBI Council supporting HB 1473 or SB 5530.  

	
	Council had questions about how to follow bills that impact the state budget. Mark clarified this information is on www.leg.wa.gov website. The site also allows you to track status of bills and fiscal notes attached to proposed bills.


	
	

	
	Mark distributed several handouts for TBI Council staff to review. The handouts included “How to talk with your legislative representatives.” Council suggested a new version of the handout with less verbage. Council members discussed the need to advocate for the TBI Council with your local legislative representative. The legislature needs to hear from TBI survivors and caregivers about budget impacts to the TBI Council.


	
	Mark will revise the handout for the TBI Council.


	
	Mark distributed a FY 2010 and FY 2011 proposed budget for TBI Council using $1.4 million and $300,000 allocations. 

Dr. Esselman questioned the high costs of the Council expenses in the proposed budgets. Mark clarified this was budget was from DSHS proposed budget. Discussion about how to clarify the costs under the TBI Council column.

Council members discussed the need to advocate for the TBI Council with your local legislative representative. The legislature needs to hear from TBI survivors and caregivers about budget impacts to the TBI Council.


	
	Samantha will work with Bea Rector on clarifying the budget costs of the proposed FY 2010 and FY 2011 budgets.

	
	Penny Condoll updated the council about SB8635 that declared March TBI awareness month. The bill was read on February 25th on the floor of the Senate by Senator Kilmer. Several TBI Council members and survivors from support groups were present. A picture was taken and a copy of the resolution is available. (See Samantha for these). 

Penny announced the March 11th rally at the Capitol between 10:30 and 12:00 on the steps of the Capitol for Independent Living groups. There are several groups from Eastern Washington coming in to the capitol to talk with their legislative representatives. It is estimated up to 500 people will be at the rally. TBI survivors and families are encouraged to attend. Penny has details on the event if council members want more information.


	
	

	TBI funded contracts
	Samantha presented a new template summarizing the monthly activities of each contract that is funded by TBI funds. She also presented a power point slide show with the monthly status of the helpline calls and types of referrals. Council agreed that template is ok to proceed with for monthly status updates.


	Council asked Samantha to include the helpline summary in the new template. Also make copies of the power point for council staff to have.


	Samantha will clarify what “incoming non-calls” means.

Samantha will provide a report on website visits and calls made to TBI helpline for the April meeting. 


	
	The TBI Support Group Infrastructure procurement was classified as a personal service contract. As of February 18, 2009 OFM has new standards for all state personal service contracts per ESSB 5460. The Support Group Infrastructure personal services contract was denied as of March 6, 2009. The procurement has been retracted and the bidders were notified march 6th. The TBI funds allocated for this contract will remain in the TBI fund. The council was confused about what a personal services contract is. 


	Council asked Samantha to provide the council with the OFM definitions of what defines a personal services contract versus a client services
	OFM standards for personal service contracts will significantly impact future TBI contracts that do not meet client services standards.

	
	Discussion ensued about the Helpline contract and the Support Group Infrastructure grant denial from OFM. Council asked what happens to the unspent TBI funds? Answer: The TBI funds that are not spent by June 30, 2009 will remain in the TBI fund. It is unknown at this time if the legislature will re-appropriate these funds into FY 2010 or FY 2011 budget for the TBI council. 
Council discussed the cost of the helpline contract versus the low call volume of monthly calls. Discussion of phone lines, calls to voicemail, performance based contract, and lack of public awareness budget for helpline ensued. Council agreed the helpline needs to exist, but changes need to be made to the contract to ensure higher call volume and better advertising of the phone number.


	Council asked Samantha to provide a budget for FY 2009 defining what has been allocated and what remains unspent in the fund.

Council will wait to see what FY 2010 budget is before making decision to amend current TBI contracts or begin new procurement request. 
	.

	March Public Awareness Activities
	Samantha updated the council on planned activities and events for the March TBI Awareness month.

· Governor’s proclamation is done. (See Samantha for copy)

· Resolution is done by Senator Kilmer (Feb 25th event).

· News release is out about the resolution and Feb 25th event.

· Several news releases for helpline “success story” and Resource Coordination are being written for distribution. The goal of the news releases is to boost TBI helpline calls, website hits, and awareness of TBI.

· Three logos were presented for council review and vote.

· A brochure, poster, and takeaway item are being developed using the new TBI logo. These items will be sent across the state to hospitals, schools, and survivor groups to boost awareness of the TBI helpline and website. Samantha is working on creating a TBI display board for TBI Council to use at booths the Council attends.

Council members are encouraged to contact Samantha about local events or need for brochures or DVD’s about TBI awareness.


	TBI council voted and a logo was determined. 
Samantha will present these items to the council in a future meeting.  
	Logo will be on TBI website, brochure, and Council documents. 


	
	· April 15th the TBI council has reserved the Columbia Room for an event.  No plans yet on if that event will happen. It was suggested to have a Veterans event or forum in April. The veterans TAC is working on a time and place to meet outside council time. 

TBI guest Marlene asked if any of the Washington State tribes have been contacted regarding the public awareness around TBI. Marlene offered to participate in future meetings about making contact with the Native American community to help with awareness around TBI in the Native American communities.

Council members suggested a t-shirt be created for March for members to wear at events to be easily recognized. Samantha explained Suzanne Griffin (TBI survivor in Pt. Orchard) has pins, t-shirts, and key chains for sale to promote TBI awareness. 
	  
	Avreayl Jacobson is the contact for the Veterans TAC.

Contact Samantha for Suzanne’s information.



	Quick report from the Department of Health
	Kathy Schmidt shared a DRAFT copy of DOH Fact Sheet about TBI: Prevalence, External Causes, and Associated risk factors for TBI based on hospitalizations data. 

Discussion: Some members had questions about the data and specifics of the fact sheets. 

Kathy clarified data:

·  Includes individuals admitted to the hospital for 24 hours or more and discharged with TBI diagnosis. 

· Excludes ER visits and people seen by their community medical clinics. 

·  Does not include race or ethnicity information as this is not collected by database used for the fact sheet.

·  Does not include Veteran’s information.

·  DOES include Oregon information.
·  Is weighted for population, age and gender so that information can be compared across counties. 
	Council would like a formal presentation of data by DOH staff who put together the Fact Sheets to address their specific questions.
	Kathy is asking Zeynep Shorter of DOH to come to a future TBI meeting for presentation on the Fact Sheets. 

	Evaluate the Session
	Council feedback was half day meeting is better for schedules and traveling. 
	
	


Council Members Present: Mark Stroh, Tommy Manning, Penny Condoll, Traci Adair, Janice Navarre, Kathy Schmitt, Valerie Wootton, Barb Curtis, Kara Panek, Dr. Peter Esselman, Marty Oroshiba, Michelle Bogart, and Constance Miller.
Council Members Absent: Laura Dahmer-White, Maralise Hood, Arlene House, Marylouise Jones, Andrea Okomski, Bea-Alise Rector, Lynnae Ruttledge, Lt. Col Munsey.
Guests: Avreayl Jacobson – Division of Vocation Rehabilitation, Chris Imhoff-Office Chief, Home and Community Programs of Aging and Disability Services Administration, Roger Sattler- caregiver to TBI survivor, Marlene – Native American representative. 
DSHS Staff: Samantha Asbjornsen, TBI council coordinator, Office Chief (Chris Imhoff), Traci Adair, ADSA Staff, Michelle Bogart- Children’s Admin.
	
	

	Parking Lot  - DSHS  Follow-up

	

	Parking Lot - General
	 

	Parking Lot – Miscellaneous comments
	

	Parking Lot - Governance Committee 
	

	Parking Lot  - Change  Statute/Policies
	

	Agenda ideas for next meeting:
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