Project Needs

To develop a first responder training that covers all areas of TBI that are needed to effectively deal with people with TBI.  Two problems with past first responder training were making the training a priority for those who need to take it and getting willing participation.

Project Goal

The focus of this project will be to create training that would teach first responders what they need to know about TBI and how to work with people with TBI in an emergency.

ABSTRACT

Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a leading cause of morbidity and mortality. First responders play an important role in early detection and treatment of TBI. Early recognition and timely management of TBI by first responders is essential to providing appropriate triage for TBI patients, for preventing secondary insults after TBI and to improving outcomes in patients with TBI. There is a need for statewide education on TBI recognition and early management of patients with TBI aimed towards first responders. Our aims are to: 1) understand existing first responder TBI curriculum content and delivery, 2) examine first responder needs for TBI education, and 3) examine deficiencies and potential opportunities for innovative TBI education for first responders. We will pilot the curriculum, get feedback and refine the final product. Our overall goal is to use information learned from the aims to develop a first responder curriculum in Washington State. We envision an educational bundle that includes a portable electronic curriculum, webinars, question and answers, and other innovative educational tools to achieve our goal. CME opportunities may be available for this curriculum. Partnership with a first responder in the development of this curriculum will increase the likelihood that the curriculum developed will be relevant for clinical use by end users (first responders).
Scope of Work:  First Responder Curriculum for WA State

During this one year project we will accomplish the goal of developing a first responder curriculum for traumatic brain injury (TBI) in WA State.  There is currently no such curriculum and the state department of health is interested in pairing with the Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center to develop such a program.

The timeline for deliverables and the project impact are:

1. Sept-November 2010:  Reciew of existing pre-hospital curriculum for TBI.  This will involve searches that include but are not limited to the Brain Trauma Foundation, WA State and a current literature review

2. December 2010 – Feb 2011:  Conduct focus group meetings of first responders (ie; pre-hospital and hospital providers) understand first responder educational needs

3. January – March 2011:  Curriculum and Evaluation tool Development

4. April – June 2011:  Pilot test, Feedback, and Refine Curriculum.

Deliver to WA State DOH and EMS CME.

